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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 6, 2021

Introduced by Sen. THOWAS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on |nvestigations and Govern-
nment QOperations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to enforcenent of fair
housi ng

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new section 298-b
to read as foll ows:

8 298-b. Enforcenent relating to the conduct of owners, agents,
enpl oyees and others involved in the sale or rental of housing. |If the
commi ssioner finds that a violation of subdivision tw-a, subdivision
three-b or subdivision five of section two hundred ninety-six of this
article has occurred, the conm ssioner shall issue an order which shal
do one or nore of the foll ow ng

1. award conpensatory danmanges to the person aggrieved by such
viol ati on;

2. to vindicate the public interest, assess a civil penalty: (i) in an
anount  not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars if the respondent has
not been adjudged to have conmitted any prior discrimnatory housing
practice; (ii) in an anpunt not exceeding fifty thousand dollars if the
respondent has been adjudged to have comritted one other discrininatory
practice during the five-year period prior to the date of the filing of
the conplaint; and (iii) in an anpunt not exceeding seventy-five thou-
sand dollars if the respondent has been adjudged to have comritted two
or nore discrimnatory housing practices during the seven-year period
prior to the date of the filing of the conplaint, except that if the
acts constituting the discrimnatory practice that is the object of the
conplaint are committed by the sane natural person who has been previ-
ously adjudged to have commtted acts constituting a discrimnatory
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housing practice, then the civil penalties set forth in subparagraphs
(ii) and (iii) of this paragraph may be inposed without regard to the
period of time wthin which any subsequent discrimnatory practice
occurred. Any civil penalty inposed pursuant to this subdivision shal
not limt the award of damages or other relief available at law or in
equity to the person aggrieved by such violation;

3. require the respondent to cease and desist from such unl awful
discrimnatory practices;

4. award punitive danmages to the person aggrieved by such violation

5. grant such other relief the comm ssioner deens just and equitable.

8§ 2. The openi ng paragraph of section 298 of the executive law is
designated subdivision 1 and a new subdivision 2 is added to read as
foll ows:

2. In an action filed by the attorney general pursuant to subdivision
twelve of section sixty-three of this chapter, in addition to any other
available relief, a court may, to vindicate the public interest, assess
a civil penalty against the respondent in an anount that does not exceed
the foll ow ng:

(a) If the defendant is a natural person, (i) fifty thousand dollars
for a first violation, and (ii) one hundred thousand dollars for a
second or subsequent viol ation.

(b) If the defendant is a corporate entity., (i) one hundred thousand
dollars for a first violation and (ii) two hundred fifty thousand
dollars for a second or subsequent violation.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
section two of this act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same manner as chapter 236 of the laws of 2020 takes effect.




